
ALTERNATIVE: 
The Giver 
by Lois Lowry
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Grade

ALTERNATIVE: 
The story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly
ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he is
given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to
understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community

Three young people will go on harrowing journeys in search of
refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers–from drownings to
bombings to betrayals. But for each of them, there is always the
hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are
separated by continents and decades, surprising connections will tie
their stories together in the end.

Refugee 
by Alan Gratz



The Crossover
by Kwame Alexander

ALTERNATIVE: 
Hello Universe 

by Erin Entrada Kelly

Book Title Book
Information

Grade

ALTERNATIVE: 

In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas
is shy and kindhearted and feels out of place in his loud and
boisterous family. Valencia Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and
secretly lonely, and loves everything about nature. Kaori Tanaka is a
self-proclaimed psychic, whose little sister Gen is always following her
around. And Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids would just act normal
so that he can concentrate on basketball.They aren’t friends -- at least
not until Chet pulls a prank that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at
the bottom of a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an
epic quest to find the missing Virgil. Through luck, smarts, bravery, and
a little help from the universe, a rescue is performed, a bully is put in
his place, and friendship blooms.

"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My
sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm
delivering," announces Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are
awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his
blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse. In
this fast and furious novel of family and brotherhood. Josh and
Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to
realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's
heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family.



ALTERNATIVE: 
Wildfire

by Rodman Philbrick

Book Title Book
Information

Grade

ALTERNATIVE: 

Charlie Thorne
and The Last

Equation 
by Stuart Gibbs

Charlie Thorne is a genius. Charlie Thorne is a thief. Charlie Thorne
isn’t old enough to drive. And now it’s up to her to save the world.
Decades ago, Albert Einstein devised an equation that could benefit all
life on earth—or destroy it. Fearing what would happen if the equation
fell into the wrong hands, he hid it. But now, a diabolical group known
as the Furies are closing in on its location. In desperation, a team of
CIA agents drags Charlie into the hunt, needing her brilliance to find it
first—even though this means placing her life in grave danger

Flames race toward Sam Castine's summer camp as evacuation buses
are loading, but Sam runs back to get his phone. Suddenly, a flash of
heat blasts him as pine trees explode. Now a wall of fire separates
Sam from his bus, and there's only one thing to do: Run for his life.
Run or die.Lungs burning, Sam's only goal is to keep moving. Drought
has made the forest a tinderbox, and Sam struggles to remember
survival tricks he learned from his late father. Then, when he least
expects it, he encounters Delphy, an older girl who is also lost. Their
unlikely friendship grows as they join forces to find civilization.



ALTERNATIVE: 
Catalyst 

by Laurie Anderson

Book Title Book
Information

Grade

ALTERNATIVE: 

Meet Kate Malone—straight-A science and math geek, minister's
daughter, ace long-distance runner, new girlfriend, unwilling family
caretaker, and emotional avoidance champion. Kate manages her life
by organizing it as logically as the periodic table. She can handle it all—
or so she thinks. Then, things change as suddenly as a string of
chemical reactions; first, the Malones' neighbors get burned out of
their own home and move in. Kate has to share her room with her
nemesis, Teri Litch, and Teri's little brother. The days are ticking down
and she's still waiting to hear from the only college she applied to: MIT.
Kate feels that her life is spinning out of her control—and then,
something happens that truly blows it all apart. 

They are an unlikely pair: George is "small and quick and dark of face";
Lennie, a man of tremendous size, has the mind of a young child. Yet
they have formed a "family," clinging together in the face of loneliness
and alienation. Laborers in California's dusty vegetable fields, they
hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth existence. But
George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack
they can call their own.

Of Mice and Men
by John Steinbeck

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/585.John_Steinbeck


ALTERNATIVE: 
Americanized:

Rebel Without a
Green Card 
by Sara Saedi

Book Title Book
Information

Grade

ALTERNATIVE: 
At thirteen, bright-eyed, straight-A student Sara Saedi uncovered a
terrible family secret: she was breaking the law simply by living in the
United States. Only two years old when her parents fled Iran, she
didn’t learn of her undocumented status until her older sister wanted
to apply for an after-school job, but couldn’t because she didn’t have a
Social Security number.

The Achemist 
by Paulo Coelho

is a classic novel in which a boy named Santiago embarks on a journey
seeking treasure in the Egyptian pyramids after having a recurring
dream about it and on the way meets mentors, falls in love, and most
importantly, learns the true importance of who he is and how to
improve himself and focus on what really matters in life.



ALTERNATIVE:
Everything I

Never Told You 
by Celeste Ng

Streetcar Named
Desire

by Tennesee
Williams

Book Title Book
Information

Grade

ALTERNATIVE: 

So begins this exquisite novel about a Chinese American family living
in 1970s small-town Ohio. Lydia is the favorite child of Marilyn and
James Lee, and her parents are determined that she will fulfill the
dreams they were unable to pursue. But when Lydia’s body is found
in the local lake, the delicate balancing act that has been keeping the
Lee family together is destroyed, tumbling them into chaos.

is a play by Tennessee Williams written during a period of change in
America after World War II. In short, it is about a woman who comes
to live with her sister and her sister's husband. She eventually loses
her grip on reality as she fails to get what it is she most desires.



Evicted 
by Matthew

Desmond

 
Cat on a Hot Tin

Roof
by Tennesee

Williams

Book Title Book
Information

Grade

Princeton sociologist and MacArthur "Genius" Matthew Desmond
follows eight families in Milwaukee as they struggle to keep a roof
over their heads. Evicted transforms our understanding of poverty
and economic exploitation while providing fresh ideas for solving
one of 21st-century America's most devastating problems. Its
unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind us of the centrality of
home, without which nothing else is possible.

Advanced

Placement

Language &

Composition

Advanced

Placement

Seminar

One of Williams's more famous works- the play won the Pulitzer
Prize for Drama in 1955. Set in the "plantation home in the
Mississippi Delta of Big Daddy Pollitt, a wealthy cotton tycoon, the
play examines the relationships among members of Big Daddy's
family, primarily between his son Brick and Maggie the "Cat", Brick's
wife.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize_for_Drama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize_for_Drama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_Delta


What Moves the
Dead 

by T. Kingfisher 

Book Title Book
Information

Grade

ALTERNATIVE: 

When Alex Easton, a retired soldier, receives word that their
childhood friend Madeline Usher is dying, they race to the ancestral
home of the Ushers in the remote countryside of Ruritania.
What they find there is a nightmare of fungal growths and possessed
wildlife, surrounding a dark, pulsing lake. Madeline sleepwalks and
speaks in strange voices at night, and her brother Roderick is
consumed with a mysterious malady of the nerves.
Aided by a redoubtable British mycologist and a baffled American
doctor, Alex must unravel the secret of the House of Usher before it
consumes them all.

Remarkably
Bright Creatures
by Shelby Van Pelt After Tova Sullivan's husband died, she began working the night shift

at the Sowell Bay Aquarium, mopping floors and tidying up. Keeping
busy has always helped her cope, which she's been doing since her
eighteen-year-old son, Erik, mysteriously vanished on a boat in Puget
Sound over thirty years ago.

ALTERNATIVE: 



Book Title Book
Information

Grade

Advanced

Placement

Literature &

Composition 

Once you have read the novel, select two assignments from the website to
complete. Make sure to select assignments from the appropriate level,

"Middle School or High School". Be sure to include your name, date, title and
author of the novel you read. 

The assignment should be creative and innovative, to showcase the
comprehension and analytical ability of the student.

 

 All The Light We
Cannot See

by Anthony Doerr In a mining town in Germany, Werner Pfennig, an orphan, grows up
with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find that
brings them news and stories from places they have never seen or
imagined. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these
crucial new instruments and is enlisted to use his talent to track
down the resistance. Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure and
Werner, Doerr illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be
good to one another.


